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ization. With Gautama, existence is an evil, and therefore the annihi- 
lation of self the only worthy aim. His profound conviction in an 
eternal moral order suggested the doctrine of Karma, but the doctrine 
is a mystery not a revelation. In strenuous work in the world, not 
in mendicancy and idleness ; in the family, not in the monastery, is man 
perfected. The Christian conception of the world and of God as 
Father, Redeemer and Sanctifier, means that all life is to be divinized. 
Art is possible, for the seen is the veil of the unseen, and the imper- 
manent a form of the eternal. Science is rational and history the 
revelation of a divine purpose. Industry is honorable and patriotism 
a duty. But a sympathetic study of Buddhism is desirable, and as 
Dr. Rhys Davids gives us that, he deserves our best thanks. 

Queen's University, Geo - M - Grant. 

Kingston, Canada. 



Religious Certainty : Vindication of Some Fundamental 
Religious Beliefs. By Professor Dunlop, D.D. Dunedin. 
Pp. 83. 
We welcome these six lectures on leading apologetic topics by our 
old friend, Professor Dunlop, formerly a well-known minister and pub- 
lic-spirited citizen of Dundee, Scotland ; for the last ten years professor 
of theology in connection with the Presbyterian Church of Otago, New 
Zealand. The lectures are worthy of the man whom the members of the 
Angusshire Theological Club, in old days, regarded as their strongest 
metaphysician, whose talk on all subjects theological and philosophical 
ever showed the qualities of knowledge, grasp, and weight. They are 
fitted to be helpful to inquiring minds everywhere, and especially in 
the colonial world, where we understand agnosticism has taken a strong 
hold. The topics discussed are central and vital. They are these : 
1. Religious Certainty ; 2. Religious and Scientific Beliefs ; 3. Argu- 
ment from the World's Order ; 4. Arguments from Intelligence and 
Conscience; 5. The Internal Witness of the Spirit ; 6. Self-evidencing 
Power of the Christ of the Gospels. Within the prescribed limits the 
treatment is thorough, as is Dr. Dunlop's way, but the style is lucid 
and the interest unflagging. The train of thought commands the 
reader's attention and respect, not merely by the manifest competency 
of the lecturer, but by the rarer qualities of candor and transparent 
sincerity. We who live nearer the great centers of intellectual life 
may be inclined to think that the utterances of one living in so remote 
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a corner can hardly be up-to-date. The fact is not so. Professor 
Dunlop knows all that is going on in the theological world. In these 
days knowledge runs quickly to and fro over the whole earth, and 
good books soon find their way to every continent and island. Bal- 
four's book on the Foundations of Belief, e. g., finds very appreciative 
recognition in these pages. Balfour and Lotze are among Dr. Dun- 
lop's favorite writers. But the chief value of these six lectures lies not 
in the use made of other men's thoughts, but in the author's own 
thoughts. His religious attitude is sufficiently indicated in these sen- 
tences from the last lecture : " For myself, I believe that greatly too 
much stress is laid on historical criticism as an instrument which may 
help either to confirm Christian belief or to shake it. He who has 
seen Christ in the deep sense of the word cannot be seriously disturbed 
even if he should be convinced that the gospels are not free from 
errors of detail. Mere specks of dust passing across our field of 
vision do not affect our belief in the reality of the sun, or alter our 
estimate of his illuminating powers." ^ g Bruce. 

Free Church College, 
Glasgow. 



Recherches sur le Bouddhisme. Par I. P. Minayeff, traduit 
du Russe par R. H. Assier de Pompignan. Paris. 1894. 

It was well known in the circles of Buddhist scholars that Mr. 
Minayeff, Professor of Sanskrit at St. Petersburg, had been engaged 
for years on a work on Buddhism in which he would gather together the 
results of the numerous articles he had published since 1872. The 
first chapters had indeed been already printed before his last voyage 
to the East in 1885. At last, in 1887, the first volume appeared. But 
it was in Russian, and therefore a sealed book to scholars. They could 
see it contained citations from little-known Pali and Sanskrit books. 
But they felt rather like Tantalus at the sight of those fruits until they 
could come to understand the propositions these fragments of texts 
were intended to support. Great therefore was the desire to see the 
translation into French, which was shortly announced, and appeared, 
after long delay, in 1894. 

Great was the disappointment when the volume appeared. It was 
then seen that Professor Minayeff's long-continued studies on the 
materials he had collected during his travels in the East had not 
enabled him to add anything of much importance to the elucidation 



